The Tooth
6Certainly/ replied Dom Constantino. 'They are very simple.
The King of Burma offers me a thousand times more than I calcu-
late the casket and its contents are worth. A chance of such a kind
does not occur twice. I have accepted the offer, and who in his
senses would have refused it? King Bayin-naung presumably was
deluded by Satan. All the more reason why we should take advan-
tage of him.'
To this the Archbishop drily returned that he feared the Vice-
roy had overlooked the main point. * The tooth in the casket is an
idol/ he said. 'Is it Your Excellency's intention to trade in idols?
Not only is it an idol, but it is one of their most important, and so
is probably the habitation of a devil. If Your Excellency sells this
abomination, you will be encouraging the very evils from which
the Holy Father seeks to deliver these countries.' And he con-
tinued with a hint of menace: 'The Church would find it difficult
to condone such an error. I have not yet consulted the Grand
Inquisitor, but am sure his views will not differ from mine.'
Threatened with the total loss of a vast fortune, the Viceroy
began to talk of his treasury, explaining that the late war against
Jafna had been expensive and that he was loath to call on His
Majesty for a subsidy when he had in his hands what would supply
the deficiency. Though the so-called Tooth was an idol, it was also
loot, come by in the usual way on the sack of a town, and as loot its
value might properly be used to defray the expenses of the expe-
dition in which it had been taken, an expedition, he reminded the
Archbishop, which had had for object the protection of Christian
converts from disabilities imposed on them by the pagan King of
Jafna.
In this plea Dom Constantino's staff hastened to support him*
They had calculated that some of their number would be deputed
to escort the Tooth to Burma, there to collect the purchase money.
It was indisputable that Bayin-naung was rich, and they had
eagerly been looking forward to the handsome presents he would
give them, and also planned to show the Tooth at stopping-places
en route to those prepared to pay substantially for the privilege.
But their submissions and the Viceroy's arguments did not
move Dom Gaspar. He insisted that a joint meeting of the council
and the ecclesiastical court be held to decide the matter. The
Viceroy was obliged to agree to this demand and an early date was
fixed for the session.
When they were assembled, the Archbishop opened the pro-
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